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On Sunday, Oct. 30 we took a break from our Enough program and celebrated All Saint’s Sunday during which we remembered those who had died in the last year. 
In any congregation, some years the names being lifted up are well-known in the congregation and sometimes a name is known intimately by only a few. Regardless, they our “ours” – OUR former teachers, OUR former leaders, OUR former pray-ers, OUR people who greeted others with a warm smile and a handshake, OUR neighbor in the pew, etc. We remember because those who have gone before have played a pivotal role in making sure that we are here today.  
Thus, whenever an All Saint’s Sunday comes around, I get to thinking about “those who have gone before” us in terms of those who lived, loved and passed on their faith. It is said that Christianity is always only one generation from becoming extinct. In other words, every generation has the responsibility for passing along the traditions, the stories, and the Gospel (good news) of God to the next generation in order for the faith to continue. 
I am here today because of the faith expressed by my parents, their parents and a whole host of people who believed strongly enough to make sure that I took my faith seriously (and joyfully) enough to ultimately say “yes” to God to continue the work of sharing God’s good news to subsequent generations. You are here today because you also had a person or persons who influenced you to do the same. That is no small task to which they, and now we, have been assigned: to pass on the good news of God to the next generations. 
How do we do that? 
To be a Christian, by definition, is to be in community. We are not Christians in isolation apart from each other. We worship together, pray together and work on projects together knowing that what we are doing is important. We come together to support, encourage and lift each other up in love and active mercy (loving-kindness).  We come together to make sure that we can continue to live out a life that reflects the example set by Jesus and what we are called to do by God.
This choice in living out our lives by choosing to love all others in loving-kindness is what sets us apart from other groups. It is not that other groups don’t like each other or support each other, but rather we are living out our active-mercy by choice to everyone because we have been called to love God, love neighbor and love ourselves. I have sometimes told people: You don’t have to like everyone else, but you are called to love them. That love is not an emotion, but a choice to act mercifully and with kindness. Contrary to what some believe, this call to love God, neighbor and self is not even new with Jesus, He was quoting from the Hebrew Scriptures. But what he did do was to embody it in ways that startled his observers: he befriended the outcasts, met with the rich and the poor, ate with sinners and with religious authorities, talked with both men and women and with both Jews and Gentiles. In a culture that held rigid ideas of who was acceptable and who was not in terms of association, this was remarkable. In other words, for Jesus, nobody was outside the realm of his loving-kindness. He demonstrated with his day-to-day living that one could choose to treat all other persons as beings who deserve respect and dignity given to them.
In a time when we hear about so many incidents of bullying in schools, at workplaces, and in the world where even in our own political candidates and governmental leaders we see and hear rampant aggressive discourtesy and meanness, we are reminded why it is so important that we act out what we believe and what has been passed down to us—not just at church, but in our day-to-day lives. 
We live in a remarkably rude and ungracious world. We are called by our faith to take a different way of dealing with people, especially those with whom we might disagree. Just as we were loved into our faith by those who have gone before, so we must make special efforts to love others into faith and self-acceptance; to learn what it means to be loved by God and to be accepted for who you are right here and right now. We must stand up for others and prevent bullying, to stop conversations which are hurtful and demeaning of any group, and to demonstrate a loving kindness that by its very actions and words shows the world that Christianity has something to offer in real life – not just a set of empty platitudes.
There are so many people out in the world who are hurting deeply, who need someone to demonstrate that they are lovable and worthwhile – no exceptions. This is beyond welcoming, this is showing a radical loving kindness that crosses all kinds of boundaries – just as Jesus showed us. Anger calls forth anger. Love calls forth love. The potential for a ripple effect of loving kindness is just waiting to happen!
As we remember and celebrate our foremothers and fathers in the faith, so let us decide – choose – to live out a different reality from the world’s norm, so that when others speak of what it means to be a Christian, it is for our acts of loving kindness, civility and graciousness, and not for a set of dogma or litmus test of beliefs. 
Wouldn’t that be an impressive legacy to leave for the next generation? We would not be scaring a generation into faith, but loving them into it. What a wonderful world that could be!
Blessings to all, Pastor Jean
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